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Description

Special Track n.: 20

Entrepreneurship in the Age of Artificial Intelligence: Ecosystemic 
Perspectives on Opportunities, Orchestration, and Governance

Artificial Intelligence (AI) has rapidly evolved into a general-purpose technology with disruptive implications for 
entrepreneurship, innovation, and knowledge work (Magistretti et al., 2019; Agrawal et al., 2022; Gruetzemacher & 
Whittlestone, 2022; Jobstreibizer et al., 2025). Generative models, predictive analytics, and intelligent automation are 
reshaping how entrepreneurs identify opportunities, design ventures, and mobilize resources (Noy & Zhang, 2023; 
Brynjolfsson et al., 2025). In parallel, entrepreneurship research has increasingly embraced ecosystem perspectives, 
emphasizing that outcomes emerge from the interplay of actors, infrastructures, and institutions (Isenberg, 2010; Stam, 
2015; Fernandes & Ferreira, 2022). In periods of disruptive change, startups’ dynamic capabilities – sensing, seizing, and 
transforming – show a strong positive association with entrepreneurial ecosystem performance, while the integration of 
artificial intelligence operates as a system-level catalyst that amplifies these effects and drives ecosystem-wide success 
(Cimino et al., 2025). Moreover, in this context, peer innovation constitutes a strategy that allows start-ups to acquire new 
necessary knowledge to speed up the innovation process (Primario et al., 2024). Within this systemic view, AI acts as both 
a venture-level enabler – enhancing ideation, financing, and scaling – and an ecosystem-level transformer, reshaping 
orchestration, governance, and knowledge flows (Bereznoy et al., 2021; Battisti et al., 2022; Secundo et al., 2025). Despite 
its potential, scholarship remains fragmented: most studies focus on firm-level adoption, leaving underexplored how 
AI-driven changes scale into ecosystem outcomes such as diversity, resilience, legitimacy, and knowledge spillovers 
(Stam, 2015; Spigel, 2017). What is still missing is a systematic understanding of the systemic implications of AI-enabled 
entrepreneurship (Truong et al., 2023).

This track invites theoretical, empirical, and methodological contributions exploring the intersection of AI, entrepreneurship, 
and ecosystems, with particular attention to:
•	 Opportunities and threats of AI-enabled entrepreneurship;
•	 Entrepreneurial Ecosystem orchestration through AI;
•	 AI-based knowledge flows and democratization;
•	 AI capabilities, skills, and entrepreneurial work;
•	 AI-based processes for venture creation;
•	 Generative AI for entrepreneurial discovery of opportunities;
•	 Human–AI collaboration in entrepreneurial processes;
•	 Innovative methods for researching AI-powered entrepreneurship;
•	 Decision-making and AI within organizations and ecosystems;
•	 AI-based academic entrepreneurship.

Keywords
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Organizers
Claudia Spilotro, Università LUM Giuseppe Degennaro, Italy
Giustina Secundo, Università LUM Giuseppe Degennaro, Italy
Antonio Cimino, Università degli Studi di Messina, Italy
Vincenzo Corvello, Università degli Studi di Messina, Italy
Pierluigi Rippa, Università degli Studi di Napoli Federico II, Italy 

Guidelines and Requirements
Researchers wishing to contribute are invited to submit an EXTENDED ABSTRACT (in doc/docx format) of min 500 and 
max 1000 words, not later than 31 JANUARY 2026. All submission must be done via dedicated form on our website.
The abstract should address theoretical background, research objective, methodology, and results in terms of expected 
contribution to Knowledge Management theory and practice. 
Authors are required to follow the guidelines and templates available on IFKAD website: www.ifkad.org

Important Dates
31 January 2026 – Extended Abstract Submission Deadline
24 February 2026 – Acceptance Notification to Authors
20 April 2026 – Early-Bird Registration & Payment Deadline
02 May 2026 – Full Paper Submission Deadline
31 May 2026 – Regular and PhD Students Registration & Payment Deadline
15 June 2026 – Conference Program Release
1-3 July 2026 – Conference sessions (to be considered as 3 full working days)

Please note that all above indicated dates are CUT-OFF deadlines. There will not be an extention to any of these.

Follow this link to see the Special Track details on IFKAD website ››

Further Information
For any information related to the conference and/or any special track, please see the event website at www.ifkad.org 
or contact the conference manager at info@ifkad.org
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